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Rath, a fifteen year old Cambodian, decided to go to Thailand to work as a dishwasher to help pay family bills. The job agent took her into the forest and handed her and a companion over to gangsters who took them to Kuala Lumpur where she was taken to a karaoke bar which operated as a brothel. She was beaten, drugged and forced into sexual slavery. The girls were kept naked so that they wouldn’t run away, forced to simulate enjoyment and received little food because the prostitutors ‘didn’t like fat girls’. One night  four of them escaped across a rickety board and a Malay man in the apartment let  them out the door. They went to the police and Rath was arrested for illegal immigration and imprisoned for a year. She was to be repatriated and the Malaysian policeman who was escorting her home drove her to the Thai border – there he sold her to a trafficker who onsold her to a Thai brothel.
The good news was that eventually Rath was freed, received support to set up a small business and is now married. Unfortunately, many other girls are not so lucky.
This too familiar story was referred to at a panel discussion conducted by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) on September 15.  The key speakers were Nicholas Kristoff and Sheryl WuDunn who spoke about the research for their new book “Half the Sky: turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide”.  They spoke of heart-rending encounters with trafficking women and girls, acknowledged the complexity of this twenty-first century slavery and encouraged people to take action. They are campaigning to change the reality, not the laws. This accords with UNANIMA’s campaign to “Stop the Demand for Trafficking in Women and Children”

The report the Special Rapporteur on Trafficking in Persons, especially women and children, Joy Ngozi Ezeilo, will be discussed in the Third Committee during this session of the General Assembly. The report can be accessed at http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/trafficking/docs/HRC-10-16.pdf
Climate Change: Action needed
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There is urgency that decisive action be taken at the forthcoming Copenhagen Climate Change talks. As more evidence becomes available we are learning that the situation is even worse that we thought. Keep up-to-date by reading and taking action on the United Nations campaign “Seal the Deal” for a fair climate agreement at http://www.sealthedeal2009.org/. 24 October is International Day of Climate Action. It would be wonderful if every UNANIMA International community participated in some way. Information can be found at http://www.350.org/ and at www.countdowntocopenhagen.org. Pressure must be kept on governments. In the words of Secretary General Ban Ki Moon “We must seal a deal in Copenhagen for a global, equitable and comprehensive deal for the future of humanity and the future of Planet Earth.”
HIV/AIDS

UNANIMA is a member of the Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance and promotes their Keep the Promise: HIV and AIDS Campaign. Valuable up-to-date information about the responses of faith-based organisations worldwide in support of our brother and sisters who are affected by this pandemic and a summary of UN agencies recent work can be found at http://www.e-alliance.ch/en/s/hiv-and-aids/
International Day for the Eradication of Poverty: 17 October

The theme for the commemorative day to be held at the United Nations on October 19 is “Children and Families Speak Out Against Poverty”. An interactive panel “Children: Future and the Present – Participation in Poverty Reduction and Accountability for Rights” will also be held. 2009 is 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child so it is fitting that this be the focus. UNANIMA members in the New York area may wish to attend. Please contact Louise. Across the world there will be events drawing attention to the need to work at eradicating poverty, so pertinent in this time of economic downturn when more people are suffering. Check in your area for local actions.

64th session of the General Assembly 

The H.E. Dr. Ali Abdussalam Treki of Libya is the President of the sixty-fourth session of the United Nations General Assembly. At the 15 September opening session he highlighted the need for ‘ dialogue, cooperation and community spirit’ in addressing  the weighty matters on its agenda, such as furthering the Millennium Development Goals, implementing the resolution regarding the working group on the global economic crisis, preparing recommendations for the climate change meeting in Copenhagen and working on UN reform.
UNANIMA International Board

The Board will meet on 15-17 October at Cabrini Apartments New York.  We will miss Catherine’s inspiration and leadership. But we hope she is enjoying a great sabbatical time!
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