
“Let There Be Life” – see a beautiful necklace of beads made from fossils; listen to a fascinating commentary 
on the story of creation — CLICK TO ENJOY THE ABUNDANCE & COMPLEXITY OF LIFE ON EARTH.

from The Visual Commentry on Scripture — ttps://thevcs.org/campaign/let-there-be-life

Creation proceeds by multiplication, and by accretion, layer upon layer. Annie Dillard, in her great meditation on the 
complexity of nature, Pilgrim at Tinker Creek, wonders at the sheer profligacy of it all, the extravagance of all these 
swarming things dying to make way for new things: ‘though nothing is lost, everything is spent’ (Dillard 1974: 66). Fer-
tility and death have always been related: everything that lives stands on the shoulders of everything that has died. And 

yet, nothing is ever quite 
lost. Things leave prints 
and traces; sometimes fos-
sils of astonishing beauty. 
Each of Katie Paterson’s 
beads is a swirling world 
in itself: lichen yellow, 
glowing amber, sparkling 
quartz. Still today, the 
animal, plant, and fungal 
kingdoms roil forward in 
ongoing creation. As one 
hymn puts it: ‘there is 
grace enough for thou-
sands of new worlds as 
great as this’.

RE-SOURCE #2: Meet the Wants of This Age — Who Are We? — “Let There Be Life”


